ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  & HOUSING  INSPECTOR 

1963 


To  the  CHAIPJ’/IAN  and  Members  of  the  Council 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual 
report  for  the  past  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

There  was  no  radical  change  made  in  this  service  during  1965* 

The  collection  vehicles,  all  rear  loaders,  consist  of  three 
Dennis  Paxit  I8/24  cu.yd. , and  one  Karrier  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper  10/12 
cu.yd. , a B.M.C.  Compressmore  vehicle  having  been  replaced  by  a new 
Paxit  in  May,  1965* 

Approximately  5*000  tons  of  refuse  were  collected  and  a 
mileage  of  44*892  was  travelled  by  all  the  vehicles  during  the  year, 
this  being  a slight  increase  over  last  year's  figure. 

No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  operation  of  controlled 
tipping  at  the  one  and  only  central  tip  at  Bear's  Den,  Weeping  Cross, 
Ea.se  of  access,  and  availabililty  of  adequate  suitable  covering 
material  has  made  it  possible  for  all  tip  surfaces  to  be  covered  each 
evening  by  the  use  of  mechanical  aid  in  the  form  of  the  caterpillar 
tracked  bulldozer.  In  December,  the  Shrewsbury  Corporation  began  to 
use  the  tip  by  agreement  with  the  Council,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
this  will  result  in  an  appreciable  reduction  to  the  Council  of  the  cost 
of  maintaining  the  tip,  since  the  Corporation  have  agreed  to  pay  pro 
rata  (based  on  quantities  of  refuse  deposited)  for  their  use  of  the  tip 

Many  requests  have  also  been  received  from  private 
Contractors  (who  previously  used  the  Corporation  Tip)  for  permission 
to  tip  rubbish,  and  since  the  Council  agreed  to  permit  such  -tipping 
subject  to  a charge  of  5/”  per  load,  it  is  hoped  that  the  resultant 
revenue  will  help  to  meet  the  considerable  cost  of  maintaining  the 
tip  properly. 

Since  i960  there  has  been  a gradual  but  constant  rise  in 
the  number  of  bins  issued  under  the  dustbin  hiring  scheme.  By  the  end 
of  1965  over  2,800  bins  had  been  issued  since  the  scheme  first  started 
in  1955.  'The  following  table  shows  the  net  issue  of  bins  up  to  the 
31st  ^arch,  in  each  year;- 


1956 

e « * • t 

9 9 9 0 

611 

1957 

OOO  * 0 

0 9 9 9 

585 

1958 

9 9 0 

9 9 

I64 

1959 

900 

9 9 

• 0 9 9 

105 

i960 

0 • • « « 

9 9 0 9 

113 

1961 

• • • • 0 

• 9 • « 

177 

1962 

• ♦ 0 • 0 

9 8 0 0 

210 

1963 

0 • • # o 

9 too 

215 

1964 

9 9 9 9 9 

9 0 9 9 

266 

1965 

0 9 0 9 0 

9 0 9 9 

36I 

WATGR  SUPPLIES  ALLD  SAMPLING 

The  number  of  visits  made  by  Inspectors  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  water  supplies  was  806  and  a total  of  697  samples  of 
water  were  obtained  for  bacteriological  examination.  Of  these  2 were 
from  main  supplies  and  the  remainder  from  private  ?/ells,  bores,  springs 
etc. 
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Some  samples 'were  obtained  in  connection  vhLth  applications 
for  improvement  grants,  but  the  large  proportion  of  the  samples  were 
obtained  in  connection  with  the  Housing  Survey  Programme , which  is 
revealing  a high  proportion  (62%)  of  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory 
supplies,  m any  of  which  do  not  admit  of  improvement.  These  supplies 
are  principally  in  the  areas  which  at  present  are  not  serviced  by 
water  mains,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  schemes  in  preparation  by  the 
West  Shropshire  Water  Board  for  the  western  portion  of  the  district 
(Alberbury,  Pennington,  Vron  Gate  etc,,.)  and  for  the  southern  portion 
of  the  district  (Longnor,  Frodesley,  Leebotwood  etc...)  will  in  due 
course  provide  satisfactory  supplies  for  the  large  majority  of  house- 
holders in  the  district. 

An  impending  scheme  for  the  village  of  Harley  will  also 
enable  the  bacteriologically  unreliable  estate  supply  to  be  dispensed 
with, 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  Is  Rodent  Control  Scheme  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  mainly  on  a Contract  basis  with  Owners 
or  Occupiers  of  infested  properties.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
Council  held  96  Contracts  on  various  properties. 

Summary  of  premises  treated  during  the  years- 

Priyate  Properties  . . , 148 

Agricultural  Properties  ...  75 

Business  Properties  ...  45 

Council  tips  and  Sewerage  Systems  ...  15 

Although  we  are  aware  of  three  farms  (in  the  west  of  the 
district)  where  warfarin  resistance  in  rats  is  confirmed,  there  does 
not  appear  to  ho.-ve  been  any  extensive  spread  of  resistant  rate  to  other 
parts  of  the  district  during  the  year. 

HOUSING  SURVEY  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Since  the  commencement  of  the  Housing  Survey  Programme  in 
November,  1963,  up  to  the  end  of  1965  a total  of  5 9 791  houses  in 
thirty  parishes  have  been  inspected  and  categorised  with  results  as 
follows s- 


Number  of  Houses  surveyed 
Number  in  Category  1 
Number  in  Category  2 
Number  in  Category  3 
Number  in  Category  4 
Number  in  Category  5 


5,791 

3,117 

990 

351 

842 

491 


The  results  show  that  whilst  gratifyingly  high  proportion  of  the 
houses  surveyed  (some  71%)  possess  all  modern  amenities,  'there  is  a 
disappointingly  large  number  of  unfit  houses  (23 %>)  and  if  this 
proportion  is  maintained  throughout  the  survey  it  can  be  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  over  1,600  houses  out  of  total  of  8,000  which  will 
be  found  to  be  unfit  to  a lesser  or  greater  extent.  'Pie  worst  houses 
which  are  considered  to  be  incapable  of  repair  or  improvement  at 
reasonable  expense,  amount  to  8.5$  of  the  total  so  far  surveyed,  and 
it  is  calculated  that  when  the  survey  has  been  completed  over  600 
houses  will  have  been  scheduled  for  demolition  or  closure.  It  may 
well  be  that  in  addition  a proportion  of  those  houses  in  Category  4 
will  decline  further  unless  improved  quickly,  thus  adding  to  the 
total  number  to  be  scheduled  for  demolition  in  due  course.  A similar 
decline  in  Category  3 houses  (or  alternatively  a raising  of  the 
standard  of  fitness)  could  add  to  the  total  of  unfit  houses. 

The  absence  of  a mains  water  supply  in  some  areas, 
particularly  the  western  and  southern  parishes  of  the  District 
accounts  for  the  high  proportion  of  unfitness  in  those  parishes,  and 
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there  is  no  doubt  that  this  factor  has  imposed  a restraint  on  Owners 
throughout  the  District  who  might  otherwise  have  modernised  their 
property.  Similarly,,  absence  of  sewerage  facilities  in  villages  has 
meant  that  where  septic  tanks  are  impracticable,  some  houses  will  have 
to  await  a main  sewerage  scheme. 

Out  of  the  total  of  5? 791  houses  surveyed,  504  were 

without  a laid-on  water  supply  and  253  (4$)  have  no  satisfactory 
sanitary  accommodations  in  addition  1,047  (l8^'o)  houses  have  pail  or 
chemical  closets.  Some  81 3 (147^)  houses  have  no  satisfactory  drainage 
system. 


During  the  year  the  Council  considered  a total  of  I64  unfit 
houses  and  made  demolition  orders  on  118,  closing  orders  on  30  and 
considered  and  accepted  plans  for  improvement  in  respect  of  the 
remaining  16  houses.  A total  of  29  families  were  re-housed  from  sub- 
standard houses  during  the  year,  a disappointing  reduction  of  12  on 
the  previous  year's  figure. 

RE-HOUSINC-  DURING  1965 

During  the  year  a total  of  110  families  were  re-housed  (a 
decrease  of  21^-b  on  1964)  and  these  were  made  up  as  follows  s- 


Overcrowded  families  re -housed  2 
Families  from.  Sub-Standard  houses  29 
Families  from  Airfield  Hutments  4 
Families  from  Waiting  List  56 
Re-arranged  Tenancies  19 


Total  110 


'There  was  an  unfortunate  decrease  in  the  number  of  families 
re-housed  from  sub-standard  houses,  and  with  the  Housing  Survey  Programme 
now  nearing  completion  the  number  of  applications  from  persons  living 
in  such  houses  is  likely  to  increase.  A total  of  286  new  applications 
were  received  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  applications  from  elderly  persons  has  continued 
to  accumulate  largely  in  anticipation  of  the  Council's  proposed  Group 
Bungalow  Schemes,  and  an  analysis  of  the  Waiting  List  shows  a large 
preponderance  of  applications  for  one  and  two  bedroomed  accommodation. 


Clearance  of  the  Airfield  Sites  has  continued  during  the  year, 
although  more  slowly  than  in  1964.  A total  of  three  hutments  were 
closed  during  the  year,  all  at  Atcham. 


Hutments  in  occupation  at  31st  December,  1965° 

At  Atcham  Airfield  9 

At  Grafton  Airfield  4 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


No.  of  habitable  houses  ...  ...  . . , ... 

No,  of  permanent  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Houses  completed  in  1965°- 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Houses  under  construction  at  31/  12/65  2- 
Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  unfit  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No,  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  ... 

Total  applications  for  Council  Houses  at  31/12/65 


8,248 

1,242 

40 

105 

39 

179 

33 

148 

55 

487 


-3- 


HOUS  Il'TG  MMLiGEI  •EM1 


The  total  of  permanent  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year 
had  arisen  to  1,242  necessitating  the  employment,  through  Contractors, 
of  at  least  seven  men  full-time  and  several  others  part-time,  and  a 
total  of  2,586  repairs  instructions  were  issued  during  the  year. 

All  urgent  and  pressing  work  was  carried  out  satisfactorily 
although  it  is  more  noticeable  each  year  that  the  older  houses  require 
a great  deal  of  structural  attention.,  This  was  particularly  true  of 
the  19  houses  purchased  at  factory  Road,  Hanwood,  which,  although 
modernised,  are  in  a poor  structural  condition  and  will  require  further 
considerable  expend:.'  ure  during  the  next  two  years. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  also  drawn  to  the  high  cost 
of  maintaining  the  Group  Bungalow  Schemes,  which  during  the  financial 
year  ending  March  1966  will  have  an  estimated  deficit  of  approximately 
£1,000  per  schemes  this  deficit  will  have  to  be  met  out  of  the  Housing 
Revenue  Account. 

The  removal  of  the  Council  Offices  to  Oakley  Manor  has  enabled 
a moderately  spacious  housing  store  to  be  established  and  for  the  first 
time  all  housing  stores  will  be  kept  under  one  roofs  it  is  hoped  that 
this  will  permit  bulk-buying  of  maintenance  materials  at  advantageous 
rates  and  a more  efficient  service. 


frost  damage  during  the  winter  months  was  very  moderate  at  a 
cost  of  £197,  18,  4d,  of  which  £185 • 9*  3d®  was  recovered  from  the 
C ounci 1 1 s Insurers , 


FOOD  PREMISES 


1955, 


are 


General  Stores  . . , , „ , 

Tabocconists  and  confectioners 
Public  Houses  , „ „ „ , . 

Butchers  Shops  , , , , , . 

Bakehouses  „ „ , , „ . , 

Creameries  , , , , , . 

Food  Canning  Factory 
Chemists  Shops  , „ „ . , , 

Cafes  , . 0 , „ . 


only 


0 c * © 


v 00* 


73 

13 

59 

12 

4 

3 

1 


8 


Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
as  follows s- 


l\s 

Drugs  Act 


Fish  Frying  Premises  . . , , , . „ „ „ „ , „ 2 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  P r . „ „ , „ „ 0 ...  71 

A small  number  of  village  shops  are  now  considered  to  be  below 
generally  accepted  modern  standards,  and  pressure  is  being  brought  to 
bear  on  the  occupiers  of  such  premises  in  an  effort  to  bring  about  the 
desired  improvements 


The  71  retailers  of  ice-cream  in  the  district  sell  almost 
exclusively  the  pre-packed  products  of  the  large  national  ice-cream 
manufacturers.  There  is  only  one  retailer  who  utilises  a sterilised 
liquid  (produced  by  a National  Manufacturer)  for  his  own  retail  trade 
in  soft  ice-cream.  The  elimination  of  smaller  manufacturers  has  led 
to  a tremendous  improvement  in  the  bacteriological  quality  of  ice- 
cream, since  the  larger  manufacturers  have  the  laboratory  facilities 
and  staff  to  ensure  that  their  products  are  of  a high  standard  of 
purity,  and  all  samples  obtained  during  the  year  were  of  a satisfactory 
standard. 

PETROLEUM  STORAGE 


During  the  year  the  Council  received  9 applications  for  new  or 
amended  licences  to  store  petroleum,  spirit,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  134  licenced  installations  in  the  district,  of  which  40  were 
held  by  poe  crol  retailers,  Many  of  the  older  licenced  installations 
fall  short  of  Home  Office  recommendations  in  connection  with  safety, 
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and  there  are  a small  number  of  installations  (principally  those  in 
developing  villages)  which  must  he  considered  to  have  a limited  life. 

During  the  year  the  remainder  (7)  of  the  licenced  pre-war 
tanks  in  use  were  subjected  to  a pressure  test  to  conform  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Home  Office  in  the  code  of  practise, 

OFFICES  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  83  of  which  eight  were  inspected. 

There  do  not  appear  to  be  a great  number  of  premises  having 
serious  deficiencies,  although  lighting  standards  generally  are  well 
below  recommended  levels?  it  is  anticipated  that  a minimum  lighting 
standard  will  be  introduced  shorty. 

.Another  point  noted  is  th°  difficulty  in  retaining  stipulated 
temperatures  in  shop  premises  opnn  to  the  phll-ic. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  VISITS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  visits  made  by  the  Inspectors 
during  the  year ; - 


Housing  Inspections  and  Maintenance 

O 9 0 

0 0 0 

2,211 

Nuisances 

• • o 

• 09 

93 

Visits  under  Housing 

Acts 

0 0 c* 

too 

2,602 

Water  Supplies 

e • • 

0 0 0 

80  6 

Drainage 

a » 9 

0 0 9 

300 

Refuse  Collection 

9 0 0 

0 9 9 

27  6 

Cs.ravans 

coo 

9 0 9 

89 

Pests  Acts 

9 9 0 

9 9 • 

32 

Infectious  Diseases 

9 0 9 

0 O 0 

24 

Food  Premises 

9 0 0 

0 0 4 

85 

Knackers  Yard 

9 0 0 

0 9 9 

1 

Unsound  Food 

0*0 

0«9 

10 

Clean  Air  Act 

otie 

9 « O 

4 

Food  Poisoning  Investigations 

0 0 4 

0 « 0 

35 

Petroleum  Regulations 

9 0 9 

9 0 0 

55 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

0 9 0 

6 0 0 

14 

Infested  Premises 

€00 

• 0 O 

12 

Welfare 

0 C 0 

0 0 9 

1 

Diseases  of  Animals 

too 

9 0 4 

3 

Miscellaneous 

6 4 0 

9 0 9 

149 

Transport  Maintenance 

and  Supervision 

9 4 0 

9 0 4 

91 

Offices 5 Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act 

too 

0*0 

33 

DEHTS  CORFIELD 

Chief  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Inspector 


